
In the late fifteenth century, the monk Erhard von Pappenheim had the following added 
to a Haggadah in his possession: “In what follows, the Jews often mingle curses with 
beautiful praises and prayers.” This statement illustrates the thin line dividing hatred from 
admiration in the attitudes espoused by Christian Hebraists in this period towards Hebrew. 
The apprehension regarding Jewish languages reached its acme in the fifteenth century 
when Hebrew became central not only to Jewish-Christian polemic and anti-Jewish 
propaganda, but also to Christian humanist and theological learning. This presentation 
examines the roles of real and fake Hebrew in the written and visual records produced 
during and immediately after the sham trial for the murder of Simon of Trent in 1475.
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